CITY OF MT. MORRIS
CITY COUNCIL AGENDA
11649 N. Saginaw Street
Mt. Morris, MI 48458
March 10%, 2025
7:00 P.M.

1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: Mayor Sara Dubey

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
3. ROLL CALL

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
a. Approval of regular meeting minutes from February 24, 2025.
6. COMMUNICATIONS:
None.
7. APPROVAL OF WARRANT: Approval of Warrant 25-04 in the amount of $144,195.15.

8. PUBLIC COMMENT (Agenda Items Only /Five Minute Time Limit).

9. UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
None.
10. NEW BUSINESS:
a. Request from Kiwanis Club for Memorial Day Parade on May 26", 2025

11. PUBLIC COMMENT (Five Minute Time Limit).
12. COUNCIL MEMBER AND STAFF COMMENTS

13. ADJOURNMENT

PLEASE SILENCE ALL CELL PHONES AND OTHER ELECTRONIC DEVICES PRIOR TO THE MEETING.



CITY OF MT. MORRIS
CITY COUNCIL - REGULAR MEETING
February 24, 2025

At 7:00 p.m., Mayor Sara Dubey called the Regular Council Meeting to order.

PRESENT: Smith, Templeton, Darisaw, Vance, Withey, Walter, and Dubey.

ABSENT: None.

OTHERS: Police Chief Kevin Mihailoff, Fire Chief Don Fremd, DPW Superintendent Paul Zumbach, City
Manager/Clerk Spencer Lewis and City Attorney Amanda Odette.

The Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL:

None.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:

A motion was made by Councilmember Templeton, and seconded by Councilmember Withey to approve the
agenda.

Mayor Sara Dubey stated that she would like to add the fire contract to today’s agenda.

A motion was made by Councilmember Templeton, and seconded by Councilmember Withey to approve the
agenda, as amended, including item b) current fire contract/merger.

All ayes.
Motion carried.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

A motion was made by Councilmember Vance, and seconded by Councilmember Smith to approve the regular
meeting minutes from February 10, 2025.

All ayes.
Motion carried.

COMMUNICATIONS:
None.
APPROVAL OF WARRANT:

A motion was made by Councilmember Templeton and seconded by Councilmember Vance to approve
Warrant #25-03 in the amount of $121,453.51.

Roll call: 7 Ayes 0 Nays 0 Absent

Motion Carried.
PUBLIC COMMENT:

Sara Black, 314 Oak — Sara stated the reasonings of why the merger contract was originally executed. She
also spoke about how ashamed she would be if she was on council, the way department heads spoke about
others.
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Ken Taylor, 820 North — Ken spoke upon why he joined the fire department, and the oaths that firefighters
take. He does believe that the fire department of Mt. Morris City can stand on its own.

David Black, 314 Oak — David stated that he was here to set the record straight. He does not recant his
statement from the January 27" council meeting, and do not apologize for it.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
a. ORDINANCE 2025-03: Amending the fence ordinance (second reading and adoption)

A motion was made by Councilmember Vance and seconded by Councilmember Templeton to approve
ordinance 2025-03: Amending the fence ordinance.

Councilmember Withey questioned the part about vegetation, for instance, if grape vines are growing down
neighbor’s fences, a few houses down.

DPW Superintendent stated that was some of the reasoning this was put into place, was to be able to combat
that vegetation growing up and around the fences.

Roll call: 7 Ayes 0 Nays 0 Absent

Motion Carried.
NEW BUSINESS:
a. RESOLUTION 25-06: Badger/SLC water meter integration and billing

A motion was made by Councilmember Walter and seconded by Councilmember Withey to approve resolution
25-06.

Councilmember Walter questioned the average cost for the homeowners?

DPW Superintendent Paul Zumbach stated that it should reflect about $1.00 per month, for the cellular
endpoints.

Roll call: 7 Ayes 0 Nays 0 Absent

Motion Carried.
b. Current Fire Contract/Merger

Mayor Sara Dubey stated that while re-reading the fire contract, it states that Genesee Township shall be kind
and courteous to our residents, and she doesn’t feel that has happened per say. She does know that other
members have their own concerns.

Councilmember Vance stated to see everything that has happened, and to hear it, it’s a lot of personal vendettas
from the past. Municipality forum is not the place for the he said, she said.

Councilmember Walter stated the fire contract is the whole reason he is on city council at this time. What he
doesn’t understand is why all of the sudden, there is this huge problem between Genesee Twp, City of Mt.
Morris, and Mt. Morris Township. Not once was this contract brought up over the past year, even during the
renewal period.
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Councilmember Vance stated that this isn’t about the Benson Rd. fire anymore, nor the man that passed away.
This is all personal. He spoke upon past Fire Chief Orville Stevens and how he used to operate this station. He
stated the city council is going to have to do their homework, when something like this happens. It pulls on your
heartstrings, when you see different departments going back and forth at each other. He questioned if there is
enough manpower to run this station? He also asked, who was going to run this station? He believes that this
station could come back and be just as strong as it was back in the day, but is right now the time to do that?

Councilmember Darisaw stated she is very disappointed with the vendettas and the things that have been going
on. If we can keep our personal things to ourselves, and just keep in mind that we are all here to protect our
residents. If the residents want their own fire station back, we should be working on that, and that it isn’t
something that is going to happen overnight, as it is a process.

Mayor Sara Dubey questioned if we have enough manpower, and what our leadership is going to look like?
Many of the firefighters have stated that there will be manpower, and there will be leadership. Her
recommendation would be to terminate the contract July 1, which would give time to rebuild and staff the
department, and be able to work it into the budget.

A motion was made by Mayor Sara Dubey and seconded by Councilmember Walter to terminate the fire
contract/merger with Genesee Township effective on July 1, 2025.

Roll call: 7 Ayes 0 Nays 0 Absent

Motion Carried.
PUBLIC COMMENT:

Todd Rockwell, 12170 Highland — Todd spoke upon previous council meetings, and how he heard that after
he had left the previous council meeting, his name was brought up and spoke upon. Todd gave his perspective
on what happened during the house fire on Benson Rd. He didn’t appreciate his name being discredited at past
council meetings.

Jennifer Rockwell, 12170 Highland — Jennifer spoke for Todd Rockwell about his firefighting career, and that
he is open for an apology to have his character restored. Jennifer spoke upon being in the city for over 30 years,
with businesses, also with family and friends on council and the police department.

Tonya Alexander, 805 Alexandrine — Tonya spoke upon her childhood home burning down 30 years ago over
politics, and how that has no time of day in firefighting. She spoke upon how firefighters used to be a bond of
brotherhood. She is very upset with the bickering that has been going on between departments.

COUNCIL MEMBER AND STAFF COMMENTS:

Councilmember Walter, Darisaw, Templeton all thanked everyone for coming.

Fire Chief Fremd thanked everyone for coming in. He stated that he was brought in to help when this merger
started.

Chief Mihailoff stated that his department has not had any issues with Chief Fremd or his department since this
merger contract started, and if there ever was, it would have been brought forth.

Mayor Sara Dubey thanked everyone for coming in, and she believes everyone’s opinions matters. She hopes
we can get a strong fire department back for the community, without manpower or leadership issues.
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ADJOURNMENT:

With no further business, the council meeting was adjourned at 7:46 p.m.

Spencer Lewis, City Clerk
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February 24, 2025

City of Mt. Mortis

Attn: City Clerk

11649 N. Saginaw Rd.

Mt. Mortis, Michigan 48458

Dear Mayor Dubey and Members of City Council,

The Kiwanis Club of Mt. Morris would once again like the privilege of organizing the annual Mt.
Morris Memotrial Day Parade on Monday, May 26, 2025.

I am asking to be placed on an upcoming City Council agenda for immediate approval so that we can
begin promoting this great event for our city.

I respectfully submit a request to once again hold the Mt. Mortis Memorial Day Parade on Monday,
May 26, 2025 beginning at 10:00 am. And, as we have had in years past, I request the support of the
City of Mt. Motris Police Department in closing Saginaw Street during the parade, and the assistance
of the Mt. Morris City Fire Department and the Mt. Morris City Police Department in helping
organize and line up the parade participants.

If you need any further information, please do not hesitate to call me at 888-333-1893.

Respectfully,

Robert Slattery Jr.
President, Mt. Morris Kiwanis Club
Parade Chairman

www.mtmorriskiwanis.org  Kiwanis Club of Mt. Morris info@mtmorriskiwanis.org
PO Box 536
Mt. Morris, Michigan 48458



